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Thematic, Interdisciplinary Learning Design 

Jewish Community Day School’s inspiring approach to learning is 

interdisciplinary and thematic.  The JCDS curriculum intentionally applies 

methodology, language, and skills development to examine a set of central 

themes. Themes are connected through Essential Questions and Big Ideas, and 

become increasingly sophisticated as children develop. These themes span and 

interlace the academic disciplines, giving context to grade appropriate skills 

and concepts, inviting learning that endures.   

JCDS students engage in critical thinking that includes research and analysis, 

communication in two languages across all mediums, collaboration with others, 

and creativity. A JCDS education ensures our graduates have the confidence, 

tools, strategies, knowledge, experiences and foundation to succeed in middle 

school and beyond, well-prepared to thrive in the 21st century. 

JCDS students engage in critical thinking that includes research and analysis, 

communication across all mediums, collaboration with others, and creativity. 

JCDS students learn how to think!  This educational approach ensures our 

graduates have the confidence, tools, strategies, knowledge, experiences and 

foundation to succeed in any academic environment, well-prepared to thrive in 

the 21st century. 

JCDS teachers focus on building classroom community, developing positive 

relationships and meeting student needs to create a challenging and 

connected learning community. Our teachers ground their approach to 

children in the principles of the Responsive Classroom. We understand that 

children need a safe, inspiring and positive climate in order to flourish. We see 

that children learn best when they have strong social-emotional and academic 

skills. We intentionally teach responding to others in a discussion and working 

with a partner along with teaching reading comprehension, math concepts, 

and other core subjects. 

JCDS teachers focus on getting to know each student and developing trusting 

relationships that enable this work to take place. Some elements of our affective 

curriculum that students experience throughout the school are: 

Morning Meeting 

Collaborative Rule Creation and Problem Solving 

Positive Teacher Language 

Celebration of Positive Behaviors and Logical Consequences 

Academic Choice 

Buddy Classes and other programs to create a unified school community 

https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/


JEWISH COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL: YEAR 2 CURRICULUM GUIDE 
 

2 

 

Math  

Jewish Community Day School is committed to ensuring that all students will 

leave our school with the skills they need to be successful in their next academic 

steps. To that end, we teach math using the Eureka Math Curriculum.  Eureka 

Math is a complete, PreK–12 curriculum that carefully sequences mathematical 

progressions into expertly crafted instructional modules. Eureka’s approach is 

much different than the way math has been previously taught. Rather than 

stressing algorithms to be memorized and applied, Eureka guides students to 

master key math concepts and skills in an organized way throughout the year 

and from one grade to the next.   Students acquire a problem-solving mind-set 

that encourages them to apply multiple strategies and language to 

communicate about math and build deep understanding. Rich and 

challenging math content and applying skills to solve real-world problems inspire 

interest in mathematics. 

One hour each day is dedicated to focused math instruction in every grade.  

Students also have the opportunity to apply math skills across our integrated 

curriculum.  Eureka is a rigorous program, and one that is likely very different 

from the way most adults learned math.  Parent Tip-Sheets, videos, and 

explanations of units of study are all part of the Eureka program.  Stay up to 

date about what your child is learning by clicking on the MATH tab on the JCDS 

homepage.    

English/Language Arts 

Our language arts program contains all of the components necessary for 

students to master written and oral communication. We subscribe to the 

balanced literacy approach which begins with creating a genuine 

appreciation for good literature. It includes teaching phonics, grammar skills, 

reading and comprehension strategies, spelling, and writing forms and skills.  

The JCDS approach to the development of literacy skills (reading, writing, 

speaking and listening), offers a variety of student experiences and goals for 

each of these four domains.  A balanced literacy plan is most effective when 

children are given individualized instructional support and a variety of daily 

reading and writing experiences that are needed in the complex process of 

developing into ever more capable independent readers and writers. JCDS 

teachers use a variety of strategies to assess student progress often in order to 

be constantly aware of students’ needs and progress.   

The Daily Five method provides a way of structuring the daily reading block so 

every student is independently engaged in meaningful literacy tasks. These 

research-based tasks are those that will have the biggest impact on student 

reading and writing achievement, as well as help foster children who love to 

read and write. Students have whole group lessons that focus on reading 
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strategies, phonics, and handwriting. They participate in shared and guided-

reading groups, and spend individual time reading with their teachers.  Sitton 

Spelling and Word Skills provides a tested progression of materials that builds 

visual, spelling and language skills, proofreading, and assessment readiness.  The 

Worldly Wise program provides academic vocabulary instruction that helps 

develops the critical link between vocabulary and reading comprehension.  

Handwriting Without Tears teaches print, keyboarding and cursive as one 

continuous curriculum. 

 

Hebrew   

HaMorah Hemda Hochman instructs children daily, immersing students with the 

sounds, songs, stories and study of Hebrew language. JCDS utilizes the Tal Am 

Hebrew and Heritage curriculum to teach Hebrew as a second – and unique -  

language.  Continually updated to make use of developments in the science of 

learning, Tal Am has been used around the world for more than 30 years.  The 

goal of the authors has been to create an alignment between educational 

theory, learning materials, school culture, and classroom practice.  All students 

participate in Hebrew language learning.  Digital learning tools are part of the 

suite of materials designed to facilitate modern Hebrew language acquisition.    

STEAM 

The goal of the STEAM program at the Jewish Community Day School is to 

enhance student core learning while at the same time preparing them for the 

unpredictable forces of the labor market and the unprecedented pace of 

technological change we are facing today by judiciously using and 

understanding some of the most cutting edge technologies of today. While we 

teach age appropriate variants of computer aided design, design in virtual 

environments, 3D printing and design, machine learning and neural networks 

among other exciting topics that modern technology and science avail us, we 

never lose sight of either each student's individuality or the ethical implications of 

the knowledge and power we bestow here at the school. To (very loosely) 

paraphrase King Solomon, Set a child on a self-determined path of perpetual 

learning, and he or she will be able to excel at any difficulty that any possible 

future presents. --Proverbs (22:6)  

 

School Counselor 

Funded by a generous grant to Jewish Family Services from the Oscar J. Tolmas 

Charitable Trust, our school counselor is available several days a per week for 

our children and their families. 
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The Arts 

JCDS is committed to providing students ongoing experience and instruction in 

the arts.  All students participate in formal music and art classes, and these are 

also embedded in the everyday curriculum. 

Taught by JCDS Music Director, Mrs. Lauren Gisclair. In addition to the pure joy of 

making and listening to music, children will: 

  Survey a range of musical genres and styles. 

  Listen to and describe music from recordings and live performances.  

  Discuss music in relationship to history and culture. 

  Move and dance to music. 

 Sing a variety of music from American folk music to musical  theatre.   

 Learn to read music through Solfège syllables (do re mi) and hand  signs. 

  Recognize and begin to interpret musical symbols and notation.  

  Keep tempo through rhythmic instruments and body percussion.  

  Recognize the instruments in an orchestra. 

Art teacher Abby Wetsman believes artists are inspired by what’s around them, 

including the young ones at JCDS! Through observation in their main classroom 

and school community, the students will study and implement fundamental 

elements of art (line, color, shape, texture, value and form). They will experience 

making art individually, as a class and as a whole school. The year begins with 

drawing, and students quickly dive in to sculpture and installation, using a 

variety of media, conventional and repurposed. This foundation of visual arts will 

enhance their critical thinking, problem solving and collaboration.  

Artistic development can be observed as the school year progresses and 

completed works are placed on display for all to enjoy.   

Physical Education 
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All JCDS students participate in twice weekly PE classes with Coach PJ Jones.  In 

addition to embedding healthy habits for a lifetime, Coach PJ’s goals and 

activities include: 

 To have a fun and safe environment where students can participate in all 

activities 

 Develop an attitude of sportsmanship and fair play in all activities 

 Develop locomotive movements (walk, run, hop, skip, jump, gallop, slide, 

and leap) 

 Rolling, balancing and weight transfer 

 Throwing, catching, kicking, punting, volleying and striking 

 Chasing, fleeing, dodging (skills used in tag and group games) 

 Body awareness (body parts and body shapes) 

 Spatial awareness (moving through space by self and with others; moving 

in different directions; at different levels; and on different pathways) 

 Develop executive function (planfulness and personal control) 

 Practice relationships (partners, cooperative group activities, and team 

sports skills) 

 Recreational play and games with lifetime emphasis on health and fitness 

  Build confidence and self-esteem through acquired skills 

 Have fun! 

 

PRE.-KINDERGARTEN & KINDERGARTEN 

YEAR 2: Cycles and Patterns 

Essential Questions 

How do I become a Kind, Safe, Responsible, and Respectful Citizen? How can I 

best be a member of the many communities – my family, my school, my 

congregation, and my city – of which I am a part? 

Our Philosophy 

Instilling the love of learning is what our class is all about.  Fortunately, we have 

the training, tools and curriculum to help children discover so much about the 

world around them.  The term for this is Authentic Learning. Our goal is to enable 

every child to learn through their investigations and hands on activities, as well 

as teacher guidance.  Each Pre.K/Kg. child is actively engaged in the entire 

learning process, inspired, challenged and supported in learning at their own 

pace.  
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Our smaller class sizes and low student-teacher ratio ensure that we can pay 

attention to the academic and social-emotional needs of every 

student. Constructing an environment in which all children are both safe and 

excited to learn, and to participate in every aspect of the learning process, are 

our ultimate goals. 

Pre.K and Kindergarten are exciting years for exploration. As each child 

increases their motor coordination, so does their sense of independence, self- 

reliance, and self-confidence develop. As they grow, students will be able to 

better manage themselves, enabling them to complete tasks with less outside 

help, take on more responsibilities, and follow rules more successfully. 

Students have multiple opportunities to explore and learn, from a broad variety 

of experiences, how their actions and choices impact themselves and the world 

around them. Social Studies, Science, and Economics integrate with Literacy 

and Math in our interdisciplinary approach to curriculum. 

 

English/Language Arts 

The JCDS approach to the development of literacy skills (reading, writing, 

speaking and listening), offers a variety of student experiences and goals for 

each of the 4 domains.  Each day, students explore books and write about their 

own experiences and interests. Students have whole group lessons that focus on 

reading strategies, phonics, and handwriting. They participate in shared and 

guided reading groups, and spend individual time reading with their teachers.   

The Daily Five method provides a way of structuring the daily reading block so 

every student is independently engaged in meaningful literacy tasks. These 

research-based tasks are ones that will have the biggest impact on student 

reading and writing achievement, as well as help foster children who love to 

read and write. 

 

Math 

In Pre.K and Kindergarten, children will focus primarily on two important areas. 

The first is learning numbers and about numbers; what numbers represent. The 

second is addition and subtraction. Students will also learn to identify and work 

with shapes. Activities in these areas include 

• Counting how many objects are in a group and comparing the quantities of 

two groups of objects 

• Comparing two numbers to identify which is greater or less than the other 
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• Understanding addition as putting together and subtraction as taking away 

from 

• Adding and subtracting very small numbers quickly and accurately 

• Breaking up numbers less than or equal to 10 in more than one way (for 

example, 9=6+3, 9=5+4) 

• For any number from 1 to 9, finding the missing quantity that is needed to 

reach 10 

• Representing addition and subtraction word problems using objects or by 

drawing pictures 

• Solving addition and subtraction word problems involving numbers that add 

up to 10 or less or by subtracting from a number 10 or less 

Civics  

Community building: Myself, my home, my school, my congregation, my city 

K.4.1 Identify individuals in a position of authority within a family, school, or 

community and their responsibilities  

K.4.2 Explain the importance of rules at home, class, and school  

K.4.3 Discuss the roles, rights, and responsibilities of being a good citizen in a 

family, class, and school 

PK- CSS 4: Demonstrate awareness of culture and other characteristics of groups 

of people 

• Explore music, dance, dress, foods, and traditions of own family and other 

cultures  

• Discuss shelters/homes in various geographic regions 

PK-CSS 5: Develop an awareness of the importance of rules and responsibilities 

within their community and the actions/behaviors necessary for effective 

citizenship 

• Recognize their responsibility as a member of a family and classroom 

• Independently carry out specific responsibilities in the classroom (e.g., 

cleaning up, checking the temperature outside for the group, handing out 

snack, etc.) 

• Follow rules that have been established 

• Participate in conversations about the importance of rules/ consequences, 

rights of self, and rights of others 
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• Identify workers and their roles as citizens within the community 

Earth and Human Activity 

Recycling, conservation, and pollution 

K-ESS3-3 Communicate solutions that will reduce the impact of humans on the 

land, water, air, and/or other living things in the local environment 

• Demonstrate care of the environment through activities (e.g., throwing  away 

trash, recycling, planting trees, and putting out bird feeders) 

• Participate in daily clean-up activities 

K.3.8 Identify natural resources as being renewable/non-renewable or 

recyclable 

Economics  

PK- CSS 6: Demonstrate an awareness of basic economic concepts. 

• Demonstrate awareness of the purpose of money through play activities. 

• Demonstrate the role of buyers and sellers in play activities.  

• Participate in conversations about wants and needs. 

K.5.1 Identify wants and basic needs  

K.5.2 Explore the concept of saving    

K.5.3 Discuss the concept of scarcity within classroom situations  

K.5.4 Explore concepts of goods/services  

K.5.5 Describe jobs that people do to earn money  

K.5.6 Explain how products get from a point of origin to consumers  

K.5.7 Describe a voluntary exchange/trade 

 

History  

History of Jewish Community Day School: past, present, leaders, culture 

K.1.1 Order events that take place in a sequence using appropriate vocabulary  

K.1.2 Describe the function of tools used for representing time  

PK-CSS 1: Develop the understanding that events happened in the past and 

how these events relate to one’s self, family, and community 
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• Describe events, activities, and people from the past using appropriate 

vocabulary  

• Initiate conversations about familiar places, people, and/ or events from the 

past (e.g., where they lived previously, what they did during summer vacation, 

etc.) 

PK-CSS 2: Describe people, events, and symbols of the past and present 

• Identify similarities/ differences between students, their families, and classroom 

members with those of the past 

• Identify and name some local, state, and national symbols.  

• Describe familiar elements of the local community and culture.  

• Describe local, state, and national cultural events, celebrations, and holidays. 

K.2.1 Compare and contrast children and families of today with those in the past 

using various sources  

K.2.2 Identify symbols of local, state, and national importance using various 

sources 

K.2.3 Identify local, state, and national celebrations, holidays, and events using 

various sources  

K.2.4 Recall facts about people of the past and present 

 

Earth Systems 

Weather, climate, seasons 

PK-CS 4: Acquire scientific knowledge related to earth science (properties of the  

earth and objects in the sky). 

• Compare, and contrast seasonal changes in the local environment 

• Describe the types of clothing needed for different seasons  

• Describe the current weather and how weather conditions can change from 

day to day 

• Describe major features of the earth and sky, and how they change from 

night to day 

K-ESS2-1 Use and share observations of local weather conditions to describe 

patterns over time. 

K-ESS2-2  Construct an argument supported by evidence for how plants and 

animals (including humans) can change the environment to meet their needs. 
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Life Science 

Animals, survival, local findings, planting fall and spring gardens 

K-LS1-1  Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals 

(including humans) need to survive 

PK- CS 3: Acquire scientific knowledge related to life science (properties of living 

things) 

• Explore, observe, and describe a variety of living creatures and plants 

• Classify living creatures and plants into categories according to at least one 

characteristic    

• Describe plants’ and living creatures’ life cycles 

• Use basic vocabulary to name and describe plants and living creatures 

• Use basic vocabulary to describe similarities and differences between living 

creatures and plants 

 

Science & Engineering Practices  

K-12-1. Asking questions (science) and defining problems (engineering) 

K-2-ETS1-1 Ask questions, make observations, and gather information about a 

situation people want to change to define a simple problem that can be solved 

through the development of a new or improved object or tool. 

PK-CS 1: Develop the ability to carry out the scientific inquiry process (ask 

questions, predict, make observations, explain observations, and draw 

conclusions). 

• Use all five senses to observe, collect information, describe observations, 

classify based on observations, and form conclusions about what is observed. 

• Use equipment and tools to gather information and extend sensory 

observations of living things, objects, materials, changes that take place and 

relationships. (4.2)  

• Show an understanding of cause and effect relationships and use this 

understanding to predict what will happen as a result of an action and to solve 

simple problems. 

• Use prior knowledge and experiences to generate questions, hypothesize, 

predict, and draw conclusions about living creatures, objects, materials and 

changes observed in the environment. (4.4) 
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• With prompting and support, use scientific vocabulary words to describe steps 

in the scientific process (e.g., “observation,” “experiment,” “hypothesis,” 

“conclusion”). (4.7) 

K-12-2. Developing and using models 

Engineering Design K-2-ETS1-2 Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or physical 

model to illustrate how the shape of an object helps it function as needed to 

solve a given problem. 

K-12-3. Planning and carrying out investigations: Planning and carrying out 

investigations to answer questions (science) or test solutions (engineering) to 

problems in K-2 builds on prior experiences and progresses to simple 

investigations, based on fair tests, which provide data to support explanations or 

design solutions.  

PK-CS 1: Develop the ability to carry out the scientific inquiry process (ask 

questions, predict, make observations, explain observations, and draw 

conclusions). 

• Conduct simple scientific experiments. (4.5)  

K-12-4. Analyzing and interpreting data  

Engineering Design K-2-ETS1-3 Analyze data from tests of two objects designed 

to solve the same problem to compare the strengths and weaknesses of how 

each performs. 

K-12-5. Using mathematics and computational thinking  

K-12-6. Constructing explanations(science) and designing solutions 

(engineering) 

K-12-7. Engaging in argument from evidence  

K-12-8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information 

PK-CS 1: Develop the ability to carry out the scientific inquiry process (ask 

questions, predict, make observations, explain observations, and draw 

conclusions). 

• Collect, interpret, and communicate data and findings from observations and 

  experiments verbally and/or in written formats. (4.6) 

Citizenship 

K.4.1 Identify individuals in a position of authority within a family, school, or 

community and their responsibilities 

K.4.2 Explain the importance of rules at home, class, and school 



JEWISH COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL: YEAR 2 CURRICULUM GUIDE 
 

12 

 

K.4.3 Discuss the roles, rights, and responsibilities of being a good citizen in a 

family, class, and school 

PK- CSS 4: Demonstrate awareness of culture and other characteristics of groups 

of people. 

PK-CSS 5: Develop an awareness of the importance of rules and responsibilities 

within their community and the actions/behaviors necessary for effective 

citizenship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADES 1 & 2 

Year 2:  People, Places, and Environments 

Essential Questions 

How do people decide to live where they do or move to other places? How do 

people interact with the environment and what are some of the consequences 

of those interactions? How are regions created? What are the connections 

between maps, globes, geographic tools and geospatial technologies and our 

understandings of people, places, and environments? 

The study of people, places, and environments enables us to understand the 

relationship between human populations and the physical world. During their 

studies, learners develop an understanding of spatial perspectives, and examine 

changes in the relationship between peoples, places and environments. They 

study the communications and transportation networks that link different 

population centers, the reasons for these networks, and their impact. They 

identify the key social, economic and cultural characteristics of populations in 

different locations as they expand their knowledge of diverse peoples and 

places. Learners develop an understanding of the growth of national and 

global regions, as well as the technological advances that connect students to 

the world beyond their personal locations. 
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Students draw upon immediate personal experiences in their neighborhoods, 

towns and cities, and states, as well as peoples and places distant and 

unfamiliar, to explore geographic concepts and skills. They learn to use maps, 

globes, and other geographic tools. They also express interest in and concern 

for the use and misuse of the physical environment.  

History 

Historical Thinking Skills and Historical People, Events, and Symbols 

1.2.1 Identify and explain the importance of American heroes, symbols, 

landmarks, and patriotic songs  

2.1.3 Describe people and events associated with national symbols, landmarks, 

and essential documents  

1.2.2 Describe reasons for celebrating events commemorated in national 

holidays 

2.1.4 Explain reasons for local, state, and national celebrations, cultural events, 

and traditions and their significance  

Geography:  Maps, Globes, and Environment  

1.3.6 Compare and contrast local traditions/celebrations, customs, languages, 

and foods as an introduction to culture  

2.2.6 Describe changes in the characteristics of the local community over time 

1.3.7 Explain ways in which people rely on the environment to meet the basic 

human needs of food, clothing, and shelter  

1.3.8 Describe how the environment determines various types of human shelters  

2.2.8 Describe the vegetation, the animal life, and the cultural characteristics of 

the people specific to local regions and how they are interdependent 

1.3.10 Predict ways human actions impact the environment 

2.2.9 Identify natural resources and cite ways people conserve, protect, and 

replenish them  

Civics   
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Government, Citizenship, and the American Political System  

1.4.1 Develop a list of rules for the classroom and describe their 

benefits/consequences  

1.4.2 State examples of rules and laws in the home, school, and community and 

explain their purposes  

2.4.1 Define the character traits of good citizens and discuss examples of 

responsible citizens 

1.4.4 Describe the student's role, rights, and responsibilities as a citizen of the 

class, the school, and the community  

2.4.2 Describe the responsibilities of citizens in the United States  

2.3.1 Describe ways a responsible government meets the basic needs of the 

local community  

2.4.3 Describe ways in which responsible citizens can work together to help 

leaders resolve conflicts within the community 

Economics 

Basic Economic Concepts/ Economic Decision making/ Producers and 

Consumers/Careers 

1.5.4 Identify jobs and industries within the school and community 

2.6.2 Identify the specialized work necessary to manufacture, transport, and 

market goods and services  

2.7.1 Describe different types of domestic and international jobs/careers in 

which people work to earn income  

2.7.2 Describe skills and education needed for specific jobs 

Science  

From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes 

1-LS1-1 Use materials to design a solution to a human problem by mimicking how 

plants and/or animals use their external parts to help them survive, grow, and 

meet their needs. 
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1-LS1-2 Read texts and use media to determine patterns in behavior of parents 

and offspring that help offspring survive. 

Heredity: Inheritance and Variation of Traits 

1-LS3-1 Make observations to construct an evidence-based account that young 

plants and animals are like, but not exactly like, their parents. 

Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 

2-LS2-1 Plan and conduct an investigation to determine if plants need sunlight 

and water  to grow. 

2-LS2-2 Develop a simple model that mimics the function of an animal in 

dispersing seeds or pollinating plants. 

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity 

2-LS4-1 Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life 

in different habitats. 

Engineering Design 

K-2-ETS1-1 Ask questions, make observations, and gather information about a 

situation people want to change to define a simple problem that can be solved 

through the development of a new or improved object or tool. 

K-2-ETS1-2 Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or physical model to illustrate how 

the shape of an object helps it function as needed to solve a given problem. 

K-2-ETS1-3 Analyze data from tests of two objects designed to solve the same 

problem to compare the strengths and weaknesses of how each performs. 

 

GRADES 3 & 4 

Year 2: Community, Connection, and Communication  

What impact and influence has New Orleans and the state of Louisiana had on 

the United States? 

Essential Questions: 

How has technology changed life in Louisiana over time? What are the cause 

and effects of migration on our state? How do we measure and use map skills to 
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determine features and trends? What is supply and demand and how does it 

effect local economy? What types of energy do we use to assist in daily living 

and how has our consumption and use changed over time? How does weather 

effect our area and what trends have we seen?  Are we making advancements 

to preserve our city and if so, how are we doing it? 

For the academic year the students will use chronological sequencing of key 

events and symbols and make them applicable to the expansion of New 

Orleans, Louisiana and the United States. During the year students will engage in 

the study of historical people and the contributions they have made to our 

community and the United States. Students will also study the roles of 

government both locally and nationally. 

History  

Chronological and Historical Thinking Skills 

3.1.2 Explain how technology has changed family and community life in 

Louisiana over time 

3.1.4 Compare and contrast state and national historical symbols 

3.1.5 Categorize landmarks as state and national 

4.1.4 Produce clear and coherent writing to: 

 compare and contrast past and present viewpoints on a given historical 

topic 

 conduct simple research 

 summarize actions/events and explain significance 

 differentiate between the 5 regions of the United States 

4.1.5 Explain the historical significance of U.S. political symbols 

4.1.6 Define and distinguish between primary and secondary sources 

Key Events, Ideas, and People  

3.2.2 Differentiate between early Native American cultures that lived in the 

regions of Louisiana 

3.2.3 Identify the causes and effects of migration on Louisiana 

4.2.2 Cite evidence to support the key contributions and influence of people in 

the history of the United States 

4.2.4 Draw conclusions about the relationship of significant events in the history 

of the United States to the expansion of democracy in the United States 

Geography  



JEWISH COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL: YEAR 2 CURRICULUM GUIDE 
 

17 

 

Maps and Globes 

3.3.4 Locate and label major geographic features of Louisiana on a map 

3.3.6 Construct an outline map of Louisiana from memory 

3.3.7 Locate specific places on a map using a simple grid system 

4.4.2 Locate and label on a map the major physical features of each of the five 

regions of the United States and summarize how they affect the climate, 

economy, and population of each region 

4.4.3 Identify the states of each of the five regions of the United States 

4.4.4 Measure approximate distance on a map using scale to the nearest 

hundredth mile 

4.4.7 Use mental mapping to construct a map of the United States regions and 

the world to include map elements (title, compass rose, legend/key, scale) 

People, Land, and Environment  

3.4.1 Compare and contrast the physical features of various regions of Louisiana 

3.4.2 Explain historical patterns of settlement in Louisiana using maps 

4.5.1 Compare and contrast the distinguishing physical characteristics of the five 

regions of the United States 

4.5.2 Analyze how physical characteristics of a region shape its economic 

development 

4.6.2 Describe the human impact on the land and bodies of water of the five 

regions of the United States 

Civics 

Government and Political Systems 

3.5.5 Discuss the powers of local and state officials 

3.5.6 Compare how government officials at the state and national levels are 

elected 

4.7.1 Identify and summarize significant changes that have been made to the 

United States Constitution through the amendment process 

4.7.2 Explain the significance of key ideas contained in the Declaration of 

Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights 

4.7.3 Identify and analyze the basic purposes and necessity of government as 

identified in the Preamble to the United States Constitution 
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Citizenship 

4.8.1 Identify the key requirements to become a United States citizen 

4.8.3 Describe the qualities of a good citizen and how good citizenship 

contributes to the United States’ democracy 

Economics  

Personal Finance 

3.7.2 List different ways people save their income and explain the advantages 

and disadvantages of each 

3.7.3 Explain the benefits of comparative shopping when making economic 

decisions 

Wants/Scarcity and Producers/Consumers 

3.8.3 Describe the basic concepts of supply and demand and explain how 

competition affects the prices of goods and services 

3.8.4 Explain how producers and consumers affect prices 

Careers 

3.9.1 Explain the concepts of specialization and interdependence in the 

production of goods and services 

Fundamental Economic Concepts 

4.9.3 Define the terms profit and risk and explain how they relate to each other 

4.9.4 Investigate the relationship between supply, demand, and price 

4.9.5 Describe how government pays for goods and services through taxes and 

fees 

4.9.6 Summarize the roles of households, businesses, jobs, banks, and 

governments in the economy 

4.9.8 Differentiate between money (currency), checks, debit cards, and credit 

cards and identify advantages and disadvantages of each type of monetary 

exchange 

4.9.9 Define budget, income, and expense and explain the benefits of making 

and following a budget 

4.9.10 Analyze the benefits of increasing skills 

Physical Science 
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Energy 

4-PS3-1: Use evidence to construct an explanation relating the speed of an 

object to the energy of that object. 

4-PS3-2: Make observations to provide evidence that energy can be transferred 

from place to place by sound, light, heat, and electric currents. 

4-PS3-3: Ask questions and predict outcomes about the changes in energy that 

occur when  objects collide. 

4-PS3-4: Apply scientific ideas to design, test, and refine a device that converts 

energy from one form to another. 

Waves and their Applications in Technologies for Information Transfer 

4-PS4-1: Develop a model of waves to describe patterns in terms of amplitude 

and wavelength and that waves can cause objects to move. 

4-PS4-2: Develop a model to describe that light reflecting from objects and 

entering the eye allows objects to be seen. 

4-PS4-3: Generate and compare multiple solutions that use patterns to transfer 

information. 

Life Science 

From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes 

3-LS1-1: Develop models to describe that organisms have unique and diverse life cycles 

but all  have in common birth, growth, reproduction, and death. 

4-LS1-1: Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external 

structures that function to support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction. 

4-LS1-2: Use a model to describe that animals receive different types of information 

through their senses, process the information in their brain, and respond to the 

information in different ways. 

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity 

3-LS4-1: Analyze and interpret data from fossils to provide evidence of the organisms 

and the environments in which they lived long ago. 

3-LS4-2: Use evidence to construct an explanation for how the variations in 

characteristics among individuals of the same species may provide advantages in 

surviving, finding mates, and reproducing. 

3-LS4-3: Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular habitat some 

organisms can survive well, some survive less well, and some cannot survive at all. 

3-LS4-4: Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem caused when the 

environment  changes and the types of plants and animals that live there may change. 
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Earth and Space Science 

Earth's Systems 

3-ESS2-1: Represent data in tables and graphical displays to describe typical weather 

conditions expected during a particular season. 

3-ESS2-2: Obtain and combine information to describe climates in different regions of 

the world. 

4-ESS2-1: Make observations and/or measurements to provide evidence of the effects 

of weathering or the rate of erosion by water, ice, wind, or vegetation. 

4-ESS2-2: Analyze and interpret data from maps to describe patterns of Earth’s features. 

Engineering Design 

3-5-ETS1-3: Plan and carry out fair tests in which variables are controlled and failure 

points are considered to identify aspects of a model or prototype that can be 

improved. 
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GRADES 5 & 6 

Year 2: Energy and the Power of One 

The Power of One: As the generation, so the leader; as the leader, so the generation 

(Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin) 

 

Essential Question: What is the power of a single idea?  

 

Society is not stagnant.  Rather, society is ever-evolving with one generation influencing 

those to come. A new question or idea can be a catalyst for change.  

 

In Social Studies, students will learn about the ancient world and its influence on the 

development of modern civilization. They will look at how governments first developed, 

the questions people asked and ideas they had that led to significant changes. 

Students will also use maps, charts, graphs, and technology to examine the major 

physical and political features that have influenced world history.  

 

5th and 6th grade students will become our first cohort of leaders in ADL’s highly 

regarded No Place for Hate program.  No Place for Hate provides an organizing 

framework for creating and maintaining a positive school climate as it helps students 

develop leadership skills as they organize school-wide initiatives that promote 

perspective-taking, understanding and respect for all. 

 

Students will read several books that shed light on the evolution of society. These 

include a retelling of The Odyssey, which takes place in the ancient world, and My 

Brother Sam is Dead, an historical novel that is written from the point of view of a young 

boy during the American Revolution. Students will also read Brooklyn Nine, which follows 

a single family across several generations.  

 

In Writing, students will continue to work on vocabulary, grammar and various genres of 

writing. In a Persuasive Writing unit, students will have the opportunity to raise their own 

questions about the world as we know it.  

 

In Science, students will study the Solar System for the first half of the year. They will 

develop and use models of the Earth-sun-moon system to describe the recurring 

patterns of lunar phases, eclipses of the sun and moon, and seasons.  

 

Students will spend the second half of the year studying Solar Energy. They will 

experiment with various materials to determine which make the best insulators and 
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conductors. There will also be a social justice component of this unit. Students will look 

at how we can use solar energy to solve problems in third world countries (countries 

with large regions that lack electricity). At the end of the year, students will design and 

build their own solar ovens.  

 

 

 

 

In Math, students continue with our Eureka Math Curriculum:  

 

Grade 5 

Module 1: Place Value and Decimal Fractions  

Module 2: Multi-Digit Whole Number and Decimal Fraction Operations  

Module 3: Addition and Subtraction of Fractions  

Module 4: Multiplication and Division of Fractions and Decimal Fractions  

Module 5: Addition and Multiplication with Volume and Area  

Module 6: Problem Solving with the Coordinate Plane  

 

Grade 6 

Module 1: Ratios and Unit Rates  

Module 2: Arithmetic Operations Including Dividing by a Fraction  

Module 3: Rational Numbers  

Module 4: Expressions and Equations  

Module 5: Area, Surface Area, and Volume Problems  

Module 6: Statistics 

 

Essential Question:  How is Energy a Catalyst for Change? 

Students consider the history of human ideas and discoveries. From the Odyssey and 

the Arthurian legend to the courage of Galileo as he professed a new understanding of 

the solar system, students will be challenged to question the world as we know it. 

Students develop models to describe the atomic composition of simple molecules and 

extended structures. Students apply Newton’s Third Law to design a solution to a 

problem involving the motion of two colliding objects and plan an investigation to 

provide evidence that the change in an object’s motion depends on the sum of the 

forces on the object and the mass of the object. Students ask questions about data to 

determine the factors that affect the strength of electric and magnetic forces. Students 

develop and use a model of the Earth-sun-moon system to describe the reoccurring 

patterns of lunar phases, eclipses of the sun and moon, and seasons and use a model 

to describe the role of gravity in the motions within galaxies and the solar system. 

Students construct an explanation that predicts patterns of interactions among 

organisms across multiple ecosystems.  

Students use historical thinking skills to examine the ancient world and its influence on 

the development of modern civilization. Students examine key historical events, ideas, 

and people that contributed to the growth of civilizations from ancient times through 

the Middle Ages and led to the development of the modern world. Students examine 

the major physical and political feature that influenced world history using maps, charts, 
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graphs, and tools of technology. Students examine the influence of the structure, 

function, and origin of democracy.  

 

 

 

 

Physical Science  

Matter and Its Interactions 

6-MS-PS1-1: Develop models to describe the atomic composition of simple molecules 

and extended structures 

Motion and Stability: Forces and Interactions 

 6-MS-PS2-1: Apply Newton’s Third Law to design a solution to a problem involving the 

motion of two colliding objects. 

6-MS-PS2-2: Plan an investigation to provide evidence that the change in an object’s 

motion depends on the sum of the forces on the object and the mass of the object. 

6-MS-PS2-3: Ask questions about data to determine the factors that affect the strength 

of electric and magnetic forces. 

6-MS-PS2-4: Construct and present arguments using evidence to support the claim that  

gravitational interactions are attractive and depend on the masses of interacting 

objects. 

6-MS-PS2-5: Conduct an investigation and evaluate the experimental design to provide 

evidence that fields exist between objects exerting forces on each other even though 

the objects are not in contact. 

Energy 

6-MS-PS3-1: Construct and interpret graphical displays of data to describe the 

relationships of kinetic energy to the mass of an object and to the speed of an object. 

6-MS-PS3-2: Develop a model to describe that when the arrangement of objects 

interacting at a distance changes, different amounts of potential energy are stored in 

the system. 

Waves and their Applications in Technologies for Information Transfer  

6-MS-PS4-1: Use mathematical representations to describe a simple model for waves 

that includes how the amplitude of a wave is related to the energy in a wave. 

6-MS-PS4-2: Develop and use a model to describe that waves are reflected, absorbed, 

or transmitted through various materials. 

Life Science 
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From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes 

6-MS-LS1-1: Conduct an investigation to provide evidence that living things are made of   

cells; either one cell or many different numbers and types of cells. 

6-MS-LS1-2: Develop and use a model to describe the function of a cell as a whole and 

ways parts of cells contribute to the function. 

Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 

6-MS-LS2-1: Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence for the effects of resource 

availability on organisms and populations of organisms in an ecosystem. 

6-MS-LS2-2: Construct an explanation that predicts patterns of interactions among 

organisms across multiple ecosystems. 

6-MS-LS2-3: Develop a model to describe the cycling of matter and flow of energy 

among living and nonliving parts of an ecosystem. 

Earth and Space Science 

Earth's Place in the Universe 

6-MS-ESS1-1: Develop and use a model of the Earth-sun-moon system to describe the   

cyclic patterns of lunar phases, eclipses of the sun and moon, and seasons. 

6-MS-ESS1-2: Develop and use a model to describe the role of gravity in the motions    

within galaxies and the solar system. 

6-MS-ESS1-3: Analyze and interpret data to determine scale properties of objects in the 

solar system. 

Earth and Human Activity 

6-MS-ESS3-4: Construct an argument supported by evidence for how increases in 

human population and per-capita consumption of natural resources impact Earth's 

systems. 

Engineering Design 

6-MS-LS1-1 Conduct an investigation to provide evidence that living things are made of 

cells, either one or many different numbers and types. 

6-MS-LS1-2 Develop and use a model to describe the function of a cell as a whole and 

ways parts of cells contribute to the function.   

History  

Historical Thinking Skills 

6.1.1 Produce clear and coherent writing for a range of tasks, purposes, and  audiences 

by completing the following tasks:  

• Conducting historical research  

 • Evaluating a broad variety of primary and secondary sources  
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 • Comparing and contrasting varied points of view  

 • Determining the meaning of words and phrases from historical texts  

 • Using technology to research, produce, or publish a written product  

6.1.2 Construct and interpret a parallel timeline of key events in the ancient world  

6.1.3 Analyze information in primary and secondary sources to address document   

based question 

6.1.4 Identify and compare measurements of time in order to understand historical 

chronology 

Key Events, Ideas, and People 

6.2.1 Analyze the relationship between geographical features and early settlement 

patterns using maps and globes  

6.2.2 Examine how the achievements of early humans led to the development of 

civilization  

6.2.3 Describe the characteristics and achievements of the ancient civilizations of 

Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley, and China  

6.2.4 Describe the development of the Greek city-state, the culture and achievements 

of Athens and Sparta, and the impact of Alexander the Great’s conquests on the 

spread of Greek culture  

6.2.5 Describe the characteristics of Roman civilization; its cultural, political, and 

technological achievements; and its influence on other later cultures  

6.2.6 Analyze the origin and spread of major world religions as they developed 

throughout history  

6.2.7 Summarize key features of ancient West African kingdoms (Ghana, Mali, and 

Songhai)  

6.2.8 Identify key characteristics of Chinese dynasties’ political, economic, and social 

structures  

6.2.9 Describe the characteristics, significance, and influences of feudalism, the 

Crusades, and the growth of towns and cities through trade and commerce during the 

Middle Ages  

6.2.10 Examine the significance of the people and ideas that influenced the 

Renaissance in Europe 

Geography  

Geography Skills  

6.3.1 Identify and label major lines of latitude and longitude using a world map or globe 

to determine climate zones and time zones  
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6.3.2 Plot coordinates of latitude and longitude to determine location or change of 

location  

6.3.3 Compare and contrast physical and political boundaries of civilizations, empires, 

and kingdoms using maps and globes  

6.3.4 Determine world migration patterns and population trends by interpreting maps, 

charts, and graphs 

Culture and Environment  

6.4.1 Identify and describe physical features and climate conditions to early human 

settlement in regions of the world  

6.4.2 Explain how world migration patterns and cultural diffusion influenced human 

settlement  

6.4.3 Explain the connection between physical geography and its influence on the 

development of civilization 

Civics 

Purposes, Foundation, and Structure  

6.5.1 Describe the essential elements of Greek city-state government that influenced 

the development of democracy  

6.5.2 Describe the government of the Roman Republic and how it influenced the 

development of democracy 

Economics  

Resources  

6.6.1 Explain the impact of job specialization in the development of civilizations  

6.6.2 Analyze the progression from barter exchange to monetary exchange  

6.6.3 Describe the economic motivation for expanding trade and territorial  

conquests in world civilizations using economic concepts  

6.6.4 Explain how the development of trade and taxation influenced economic growth 

in the ancient world 
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JEWISH STUDIES 

Jewish studies at JCDS are designed with the end in mind: To inspire positive, thoughtful 

and meaningful life-long engagement with Judaism. Rooted in Jewish tradition, Jewish 

Community Day School fosters spirituality (emunah), dedication to repair our world 

(tikkun olam), commitment to the entire Jewish people (K’lal Yisrael), and the 

development of an inner moral compass.  Positive connections to the language, land, 

culture and people of Israel are fostered as students and families come together in 

celebration and learning. As in all educational aspects, the JCDS Jewish studies 

program is inquiry-driven, guided by Essential Questions and presented in a 

developmental two-year spiral.  Core Jewish studies subjects consist of modern Hebrew 

language, God and Prayer, Torah, Israel, the Cycle of the Jewish Year, and 

Mitzvot/Middot (commandments and character).  Our practice is experiential and 

egalitarian, and all students participate in all features of this curriculum. 

 

G-d: The Jewish people have wrestled with God throughout the millennia. Our patriarch 

Jacob was granted a second name, Israel, by physically struggling with God during the 

course of a very long night. Twelfth century commentator Moses Maimonides, the 

Rambam, taught that knowledge of God must engage the intellect as well as the 

imagination. Modern Jewish philosopher, Hermann Cohen, (1842-1918) stressed that the 

idea of God inspires us to act ethically. Jewish Community Day School provides children 

with these and other Jewish approaches to God, fostering children’s ongoing 

development of their own emerging understanding of – and connection to - God.  

 

Torah: The word “Torah” is derived from the Hebrew word for “teaching.” In addition to 

the Hebrew text of the Five Books of Moses, the use of the word Torah expands to the 

entire Hebrew Bible, Rabbinic Commentary and Legal Codes plus multiple layers of 

Biblical exegesis, from ancient times until today. Torah study is a sacred endeavor and 

teachers at JCDS base their teaching on close examination of the text with the goals of 

both personal meaning making and literacy. 

 

Israel:  The word “Israel” is ancient, and has several different meanings depending on its 

context. The JCDS curriculum focuses on the modern Jewish State of Israel and the 

unique place it holds for contemporary Jewry. 
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Jewish Time and Mitzvot/Middot:  The major ideas of Judaism are made accessible by 

being embedded in time. They are celebrated on specific days in a yearly cycle of 

feast and fast and anchored in space by tangible things such candles, matza, a sukka 

or hamentashen! The Jewish calendar is a lunar calendar, and Jewish holidays are 

celebrated on the same day of the Jewish calendar every year.   

Mitzvah literally means “commandment.”  Jewish tradition understands exactly 

613 mitzvot (plural of mitzvah) to be derived from the Hebrew Bible. The 613 are listed 

in Maimonides‘ Sefer Hamitzvot (Book of the Commandments), and are divided into 

“positive” and “negative” commandments. Some people observe some or all of the 

mitzvot because it helps them to identify and feel a part of the larger Jewish 

community, others because they believe themselves to be commanded to do so, and 

still others simply because it is pleasurable, a joy, to celebrate the Jewish holidays and 

home rituals. Many mitzvot are connected to Jewish holidays, such as lighting candles 

on Shabbat or eating matza during Passover.   

At JCDS, the doing of mitzvot, such as giving tzeddakah (philanthropy) often lead to 

the development of positive middot, or character traits.  Some examples of middot are 

humility, friendship, and keeping commitments. The Yiddish word mensch aptly 

describes such a person—one who loves, respects and is devoted to fellow human 

beings, and to being a good person. 

Tefillah 

Spirituality is an intrinsic and essential part of the human experience. It is an opening to 

awareness of the everyday mysteries and wonder of our world. At JCDS, daily, age-

appropriate tefillah (prayer) anchors our days while Kabbalat Shabbat (welcoming the 

Sabbath on Fridays) is celebrated with joy. Grades 1 - 6 join together for morning 

prayers – Shacharit – and students of all ages are encouraged to lead, instilling 

confidence and fostering community. Often our prayers inspire action, truly enabling 

JCDS children to be God’s partners in Tikkun Olam; making the world better for all.   

We are especially thankful to Congregation Beth Israel for providing us with Rabbi 

David Posternock.  Rabbi David leads the Torah service each Thursday morning and 

teaches tefillah (prayer) to our 5th and 6th graders.  First and second graders prepare this  

year for their beautiful end of year Kabbalat Siddur ceremony, where they each will 

receive their own siddur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/texts/Bible.shtml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/maimonides-rambam/
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Year 2 Essential Questions and Content 

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten 

Theme:  The Rhythms of Jewish Time  

How do we celebrate Shabbat? 

How do I learn about the Jewish holidays? 

How do I learn about the Parsha? 

What mitzvot can I do? 

How is Israel special to us? 

 

First and Second Grades 

Theme: G-d All Around Us 

How do I speak with G-d?  How do I feel G-d? How do I recognize “G-d moments”?  

How have the Rabbis taught us to speak with G-d? 

What is a blessing? How am I a blessing?  How do I bless? 

Highlights of Parshat Bereishit 

Close reading of selected stories of Shemot 

Parshat Hashavua 

Jewish children’s literature, i.e., folk tales, midrash 

 

Third and Fourth Grades 

Theme: Jewish Communal Values 

How do our texts teach us to live in community? 

Batei Knesset – (Houses of Prayer, Study, and Gathering) 

Special moments and concepts in Jewish Years: Sh’mita and Yovel; Pe’ah, Ma’aser, 

Teruama  
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The Book of Ruth 

Close reading of 2nd half of Bereishit and beginning of Shemot (Being Torah) 

Vayikra selections 

 

 

Fifth and Sixth Grades 

Theme: What Does it Mean to Live a Jewish Life? 

How are milestones of Jewish life observed? – Time and Place variations 

Kohellet - Introduction 

Pirkei Avot - Selections 

Sofer – How is a Torah written? 

Parsha – close reading 

How do I share what I’ve learned about the Parsha? 

 

Hebrew Language 

Modern Hebrew language is taught at JCDS, including Jewish holidays and traditions. 

The Hebrew curriculum is based on the TAL AM Hebrew and Heritage Program.  
                                             

Classroom instruction focuses on daily life concepts that are appropriate to each 

grade’s age and interests. Before each Jewish holiday students learn about its core 

concept and vocabulary, the mitzvot and customs of the holiday using many songs 

and stories in all classes.  

  

This year we are excited to add digital component ITaLAM to our printed 

 TAL-AM curriculum, for grades 1-6 (2nd-3rd grade will use ITaLAM  later this year) 

ITALAM is a digital blended learning environment based on the successful 

 TAL AM program. 

ITALAM is re-inventing the world of Hebrew language and Jewish heritage education by 

transforming the TAL AM print program into an engaging, interactive, personalized and 

adaptive digital experience. The children can access the new program in class and at 

home. With fun activities and games, student will comprehend the material better and 

have fun at the same time. For me, as a teacher, it will help track their learning 

progress.  

 

Israel 

In every unit as well as in the units of Jewish holidays we will bring Israel to our 

classrooms by songs, stories and by connecting to our friends in Nofim school Rosh-Ha-

ayin. For Israel Independence Day Yom Ha-atzmaut, the students engage in research 

related to Israel . 
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Pre-Kindergarten & Kindergarten 

Pre.K and Kindergarten children will be introduced and become familiar with the 

following Hebrew vocabulary during the year. Teaching methodology includes a lot of 

songs, stories, movement, and fun . 

 

 Simple Greetings: Shalom , Boker Tov , Shana Tovah, etc.  

 The days of the week 

 The body parts 

 Colors 

 Weather  

 Fruits and vegetables  

 Family members 

 Concepts and Symbols of the holidays 

 

 

1st Grade 
1st grade will learn according to the TAL AM 1 program which is organized in four inter-

related tracks.  Each is supported by workbooks for student practice. The learning will 

be by printed materials as well as with ITALAM digital program. 

1. ARIOT  Development of Hebrew reading , writing and language skills. We will 

learn the Aleph Bet letters, the name of the letters, its sound with vowels, how to 

correctly write the letter, and vocabulary related to each letter. They will also 

practice their reading and writing skills. This year our aim is to finish 2-3 units from 

the 4 units that covers all the “Aleph Bet “ letters 

2. SHALOM : Daily life in the classroom. This unit will familiarize the children with their 

fellow students of the Tal Am Virtual Class as a model of our own class. 

Vocabulary includes the classroom environment and the objects in it; daily 

routines; and how we learn.  

3. CHAG SAMEACH, THE HOLIDAYS:  We will learn about the High holidays, 

Hannukah, Tu Bishvat ,Purim , Pesach and Shavout , Yom HaAtzmaut and Yom 

Yerushalayim .  

 

2nd & 3rd Grade 

These grades will learn how to write Hebrew in cursive, vocabulary related to daily life 

with the second workbook of Shalom and also the Jewish holidays. Students will join the 

internet program around December.  

1. ARIOT KOTEY Students will learn with the 5th workbook of” Ariot” and learn how 

to write Hebrew in cursive.  

2. SHALOM BABAYIT UBACHUTZ The second unit of “Shalom” deals with the objects 

and daily routines in the home, connecting them to the Jewish way of life and 
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also with the world surrounding them and the various weather phenomena that 

exist in nature. 

3. CHAGIM   Students learn about the High Holidays, and Chanukah, Tu Bishvat, 

Purim, Pesach, Shavuot, and also about Yom Hatzmaut -Israel’s Independence 

Day.  

 

 

 

4th & 5th Grade  

These grades practice Hebrew cursive, and learn vocabulary related daily life in class, 

at home, and during the holidays. The curriculum will be presented via blended 

learning, using printed materials and digitals materials of ITALAM.  We will be guided by 

the unit TOV BAKITAH U’BABAYIT, life in the classroom and home.  The content of this unit 

is based on the activation of knowledge acquired the previous year.  This unit also 

focuses on vocabulary of the daily routines at home concerning clothing, cleanliness, 

and nutrition, while instilling the mitzvot and corresponding customs.  

For the holidays we will be guided by the unit CHAG SAMEACH SHELI U’SHELANU. 

 

6th grade 

6th grade focuses on improving writing skills in print and cursive, reading skills and  

fluency. Learning is guided by the unit  TOV BAKITAH UBABYIT, digitally and in print.  

For the holidays we will be guided by the unit CHAG SAMEACH SHELI U’SHELANU.  
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The mission of Jewish Community Day School (JCDS) is to instill a love of learning 

invigorated by empowering academics. JCDS is rooted in Jewish tradition, 

fostering spirituality (emunah), dedication to repair our world (tikkun olam) and 

commitment to the entire Jewish people (k’lal Yisrael). JCDS is a nurturing school 

where families of all backgrounds are welcomed and children are prepared for 

their futures. 

 

At JCDS we ensure that: 

Students become inquiring, capable youth who are passionate lifelong learners 

Teachers are dedicated to best educational practices 

Families are engaged in their children’s academic achievement and holistic 

development 

Ethics and morals of our students are nurtured through commitment to Jewish 

values 

Positive connections to the language, land, culture and people of the State of 

Israel are created 

Children are primed for full participation in our global society 

 

 

 


