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             Thematic, Interdisciplinary Learning Design 

Jewish Community Day School’s inspiring approach to learning is interdisciplinary 

and thematic. The JCDS curriculum intentionally applies methodology, language, 

and skills development to examine a set of central themes. Themes are 

connected through Essential Questions and Big Ideas, and become increasingly 

sophisticated as children develop. These themes span and interlace the 

academic disciplines, giving context to grade appropriate skills and concepts, 

inviting learning that endures. 

JCDS students engage in critical thinking that includes research and analysis, 

communication across all mediums, collaboration with others, and creativity. 

JCDS students learn how to think! This educational approach ensures our 

graduates have the confidence, tools, strategies, knowledge, experiences and 

foundation to succeed in any academic environment, well-prepared to thrive in 

the 21st century. 

JCDS teachers focus on building classroom community, developing positive 

relationships and meeting student needs to create a challenging and connected 

learning community. Our teachers ground their approach to children in the 

principles of the  Responsive Classroom. We understand that children need a 

safe, inspiring and positive climate in order to flourish. We see that children learn 

best when they have strong social-emotional and academic skills. We 

intentionally teach responding to others in a discussion and working with a 

partner along with teaching reading comprehension, math concepts, and other 

core subjects. 

JCDS teachers focus on getting to know each student and developing trusting 

relationships that enable this work to take place. Some elements of our affective 

curriculum that students experience throughout the school are: 

Morning Meeting 

Collaborative Rule Creation and Problem Solving Positive Teacher Language 

Celebration of Positive Behaviors and Logical Consequences Academic Choice 

Buddy Classes and other programs to create a unified school community 

https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/


  

Math 

Jewish Community Day School is committed to ensuring that all students will 

leave our school with the skills they need to be successful in their next academic 

steps. To that end, we teach math using the Eureka Math Curriculum. Eureka 

Math is a complete, PreK–12 curriculum that carefully sequences mathematical 

progressions into expertly crafted instructional modules. Eureka’s approach is 

much different than the way math has been previously taught. Rather than 

stressing algorithms to be memorized and applied, Eureka guides students to 

master key math concepts and skills in an organized way throughout the year 

and from one grade to the next. Students acquire a problem-solving mind-set 

that encourages them to apply multiple strategies and language to 

communicate about math and build deep understanding. Rich and challenging 

math content and applying skills to solve real-world problems inspire interest in 

mathematics. 

One hour each day is dedicated to focused math instruction in every grade. 

Students also have the opportunity to apply math skills across our integrated 

curriculum. Eureka is a rigorous program, and one that is likely very different from 

the way most adults learned math. Parent Tip-Sheets, videos, and explanations of 

units of study are all part of the Eureka program. Stay up to date about what your 

child is learning by clicking on the MATH tab on the JCDS homepage. 

English/Language Arts 

Our language arts program contains all of the components necessary for 

students to master written and oral communication. We subscribe to the 

balanced literacy approach which begins with creating a genuine appreciation 

for good literature. It includes teaching phonics, grammar skills, reading and 

comprehension strategies, spelling, and writing forms and skills. 

The JCDS approach to the development of literacy skills (reading, writing, 

speaking and listening), offers a variety of student experiences and goals for 

each of these four domains. A balanced literacy plan is most effective when 

children are given individualized instructional support and a variety of daily 

reading and writing experiences that are needed in the complex process of 

developing into ever more capable independent readers and writers. JCDS 

teachers use a variety of strategies to assess student progress often in order to be 

constantly aware of students’ needs and progress. 



  

The Daily Five method provides a way of structuring the daily reading block so 

every student is independently engaged in meaningful literacy tasks. These 

research-based tasks are those that will have the biggest impact on student 

reading and writing achievement, as well as help foster children who love to 

read and write. Students have whole group lessons that focus on reading 

strategies, phonics, and handwriting. They participate in shared and guided- 

reading groups, and spend individual time reading with their teachers. Sitton 

Spelling and Word Skills provides a tested progression of materials that builds 

visual, spelling and language skills, proofreading, and assessment readiness. The 

Worldly Wise program provides academic vocabulary instruction that helps 

develops the critical link between vocabulary and reading comprehension. 

Handwriting Without Tears teaches print, keyboarding and cursive as one 

continuous curriculum. 

Hebrew 

HaMorah Hemda Hochman instructs children daily, immersing students with the 

sounds, songs, stories and study of Hebrew language. JCDS utilizes the Tal Am 

Hebrew and Heritage curriculum to teach Hebrew as a second – and unique - 

language. Continually updated to make use of developments in the science of 

learning, Tal Am has been used around the world for more than 30 years. The 

goal of the authors has been to create an alignment between educational 

theory, learning materials, school culture, and classroom practice. All students 

participate in Hebrew language learning. This year JCDS adds digital learning 

tools to the suite of materials designed to facilitate Hebrew language acquisition. 

STEAM 

Our 21st century Berenson Learning Lab is an integrated hub of all kinds of 

learning, welcoming students to read, research, explore, and tinker using books, 

videos, computers, Legos, 3-D printers, a book binder, green screen wall, and lots 

of interesting recycled and other materials. With space to work in groups, 

individually, on the floor, and in cozy seating, the Berenson Learning Lab reflects 

the JCDS commitment to prepare students for the 21st Century. 

STEAM is an educational approach to learning that uses Science, Technology, 

Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics as access points for guiding student 

inquiry, dialogue, and critical thinking. The end results are students who take 



  

thoughtful risks, engage in experiential learning, persist in problem-solving, 

embrace collaboration, and work through the creative process. Teacher- guided 

challenges as well as student-initiated inquiry engage students who become the 

innovators, educators, leaders and learners of their generation. The Berenson 

Learning Lab is open to students 5 days a week for class use, as well as 

collaborative student group and individual use. 

Library, Computer Skills and Technology 

The goal of our Library program is to help your child become excited about 

reading and enjoy finding books that they will love to read. 

The Berenson Learning Lab at JCDS provides an accessible, enjoyable, 

welcoming place for students, teachers and staff to find books, resources, and 

materials that will promote a love of reading and lifelong learning. Each class is 

scheduled to visit once a week for story time and book check out. 

A collaborative effort ensures that all of our students acquire the knowledge and 

skills needed to be successful in the future and provides teachers and staff with 

current resources and equipment to be used in giving JCDS students the best 

education possible. Our students enjoy quality literature and take an active part 

in learning the information literacy skills they put to use now and as their needs 

become more sophisticated. 

Computer skills classes introduce our students to technology as learning tools. 

They learn to use technology creatively, responsibly, and collaboratively to solve 

problems and to access, analyze, present, and communicate information. 

Keyboarding is taught during this time as a component of our handwriting 

curriculum. Our students are scheduled once a week for computer skills classes 

and learn to use PCs, iPads, Laptops, Kindles and the 3-D printer as they integrate 

technology into daily learning. Digital citizenship is emphasized. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or suggestions! 

School Counselor 

Our school counselor is an integral part of our faculty. Funded by a generous 

grant to Jewish Family Services from the Oscar J. Tolmas Charitable Trust. Our 

school counselor is on campus several days a week. 

 



  

We have some fun programs planned for the students and parents of JCDS this 

year! We focus on social-emotional development and building mindfulness skills. 

The students will be learning about conflict resolution, healthy coping skills, 

feelings, friendship, communication, and more. The fifth graders will have the 

opportunity to join the Leadership Lunch Bunch to create ways to give back to 

their school community. Students can sign up to meet with one-on-one for 

support, and we will be working with our wonderful teachers to develop 

strategies to meet the individual needs of each child. Our counselor also offers 

parent discussion groups throughout the year, and is always available to meet 

with you in person or speak with you on the phone. We hope to work together to 

empower your children to be successful, happy kids in and out of school! 

The Arts 

JCDS is committed to providing students ongoing experience and instruction in 

the arts. All students participate in formal music and art classes, and these are 

also embedded in the everyday curriculum. 

Taught by JCDS Music Director, Mrs. Lauren Gisclair. In addition to the pure joy of 

making and listening to music, children will: 

o Survey a range of musical genres and styles. 

o Listen to and describe music from recordings and live performances.    

o Discuss music in relationship to history and culture. 

o Move and dance to music. 

o Sing a variety of music from American folk music to musical theatre. 

o Learn to read music through Solfège syllables (do re mi) and hand signs.    

o Recognize and begin to interpret musical symbols and notation. 

o Keep tempo through rhythmic instruments and body percussion.  

o Recognize the instruments in an orchestra. 



  

Our amazing art teacher is devoted to the JCDS community. In art class, students 

learn the basic foundation for drawing and  painting. Each lesson gives an 

exercise designed to build and develop these skills.  Both drawing and painting 

help to develop eye/hand coordination. Spatial skills are enhanced while drawing 

shapes and aesthetic vocabulary is taught. 

Several times a month a critique follows the end of a project as students explain ‘what 

is working or what is not working’ using the language of art. 

Artistic development can be observed as the school year progresses and 

completed works are placed on display for all to see. 

Physical Education 

All JCDS students participate in twice weekly PE classes with Coach PJ Jones. In 

addition to embedding healthy habits for a lifetime, Coach PJ’s goals and 

activities include: 

To have a fun and safe environment where students can participate in all 

activities 

Develop an attitude of sportsmanship and fair play in all activities 

Develop locomotive movements (walk, run, hop, skip, jump, gallop, slide, and 

leap) 

Rolling, balancing and weight transfer 

Throwing, catching, kicking, punting, volleying and striking 

Chasing, fleeing, dodging (skills used in tag and group games) 

Body awareness (body parts and body shapes) 

Spatial awareness (moving through space by self and with others; moving in different 

directions; at different levels; and on different pathways) 

Develop executive function (planfulness and personal control) 

Practice relationships (partners, cooperative group activities, and team sports skills) 

Recreational play and games with lifetime emphasis on health and fitness 

Build confidence and self-esteem through acquired skills 

Have fun! 



  

General Studies 

Prekindergarten and Kindergarten 

Philosophy of Teaching: 

Instilling the love of learning is what our class is all about. Fortunately, we have the 

training, tools and curriculum to help children discover so much about the world 

around them. The term for this is Authentic Learning. Our goal is to enable every child 

to learn through their investigations and hands on activities, as well as teacher 

guidance. Each Pre.K/Kg. child is actively engaged in the entire learning process, 

inspired, challenged and supported in learning at their own pace. 

Pre.K and Kindergarten are exciting years for exploration. As each child increases 

their motor coordination, so too does their sense of independence, self- reliance, 

and self-confidence develop. As they grow, students will be able to better manage 

themselves, enabling them to complete their work with less outside help, take on 

more responsibilities, and follow rules more successfully. 

Our smaller class sizes and low student-teacher ratio ensure that we can pay 

attention to the academic and social-emotional needs of every 

student. Constructing an environment in which all children are both safe and 

excited to learn, and to participate in every aspect of the learning process, are our 

ultimate goals. 

Students will have multiple opportunities to explore and learn from a broad 

variety of experiences how their actions and choices impact themselves and the 

world around them. Social Studies, Science, and Economics integrate with Literacy 

and Math in our integrated curriculum approach. 

Year 1: Causes and Effects 

Essential Question and Big Idea: How do I become a Kind, Safe, Responsible, and 

Respectful Citizen? I am part of a community that includes my family, my school, 

and my city. 



  

Math 

In Pre.K and Kindergarten, children will focus primarily on two important areas. 

The first  is learning numbers and about numbers; what numbers represent. The 

second is addition and subtraction. Students will also learn to identify and work 

with shapes. Activities in these areas include: 

Counting how many objects are in a group and comparing the quantities of two 

groups of objects 

Comparing two numbers to identify which is greater or less than the other 

Understanding addition as putting together and subtraction as taking away from 

Adding and subtracting very small numbers quickly and accurately 

Breaking up numbers less than or equal to 10 in more than one way (for example, 

9=6+3, 9=5+4) 

For any number from 1 to 9, finding the missing quantity that is needed to reach 10 

Representing addition and subtraction word problems using objects or by drawing 

pictures 

Solving addition and subtraction word problems involving numbers that add up to 10 

or less or by subtracting from a number 10 or less 

Standard: Citizenship 

Students will explore ways to understand and use effective citizenship skills in our 

classroom, at home, in our school, and in the community. 

Identify individuals in a position of authority within a family, school, or community 

and their responsibilities 

Explain the importance of rules at home, class, and school 

Discuss the roles, rights, and responsibilities of being a good citizen in a family, 

class, and school 

PK- CSS 4: Demonstrate awareness of culture and other characteristics of groups 

of people. 



  

PK-CSS 5: Develop an awareness of the importance of rules and responsibilities 

within their community and the actions/behaviors necessary for effective 

citizenship. 

Standard: Economics 

Students will develop and demonstrate an understanding of economic concepts 

and develop decision-making skills. 

PK- CSS 6: Demonstrate an awareness of basic economic concepts. 

Identify wants and basic needs 

Explore the concept of saving 

Discuss the concept of scarcity within classroom situations 

Explore concepts of goods/services 

Describe jobs that people do to earn money 

Explain how products get from a point of origin to consumers 

Describe a voluntary exchange/trade 

Standard: Geography 

Students will begin to demonstrate understanding of the connections between their 

physical and cultural environments through the use of globes, maps, and other visual 

representations. 

Demonstrate an understanding of the relative locations of objects through the 

use of appropriate vocabulary 

Identify maps and globes as a representation of the earth and recognize the 

difference between land and water 

Demonstrate geographic knowledge of places within the school and community 

Illustrate basic landforms 

Construct maps of familiar locations 

Describe how weather affects daily choices 



  

Describe how people live differently in other places using various sources 

Identify natural resources as being renewable/non-renewable or recyclable 

Demonstrate spatial understanding of which students are a part (i.e., classroom, 

school, town/city, and state) 

PK-CSS 3: Develop an awareness of geographic locations, maps, and landforms. 

 Standard: Forces and Interactions: 

How do different strengths or different directions of pushes and pulls effect the 

motion of an object? How are solids, liquids, and gases alike and different? 

PK-CS 2-4.1: With prompting and support, observe and describe the properties of 

objects and materials and how they can be combined or can change from one 

form to another (solids, liquids, and gases). 

PS-2 Motion and Stability: Forces and Interactions 

PK-CS 2-4.2: Explore and use simple tools and machines (e.g., hammers, levers, 

pulleys, ramps). 

K-PS2-1 Plan and conduct an investigation to compare the effects of different 

strengths or different directions of pushes and pulls on the motion of an object. 

K-PS2-2 Analyze data to determine if a design solution works as intended to 

change the speed or direction of an object with a push or a pull. 

PS-3 Observe and describe the relationship between mass and kinetic energy 
(size and speed) 

PK-CS 2-4.4: Experiment with balls, toys and other objects to see which objects move 

faster, what conditions make them move faster and what makes them move slower. 

K-PS3-1 Make observations to determine the effect of sunlight on Earth’s surface. 

K-PS3-2 Use tools and materials to design and build a structure that will reduce the 

warming effect of sunlight on an area. 



  

Standard: Earth and Human Activity 

How do our choices, including conservation and recycling, impact pollution and 

the health of the earth? 

K-ESS3-3 Generate ideas and engage in practices about choices we can make 

that will reduce the impact of humans on the land, water, air, and/or other living 

things in the local environment. 

K.3.8 Identify natural resources as being renewable/non-renewable or 

recyclable. 

 

 

GRADES 1 AND 2 

Philosophy of Teaching: 

Each student is a unique learner. My responsibility as their teacher is to identify 

where each student is, meet them at that level and help them develop tools to 

overcome their next obstacle. In this way students become problem solvers and 

are reflective about their strengths, challenges and solutions. The teacher should 

act as a facilitator or guide to student learning. 

Allowing the students to be active participants and responsible for their own 

learning, each child is actively engaged in the entire learning process, and 

discovering at their own pace. Creating a program to inspire every student to 

become eager to participate in every aspect of the learning process is my 

ultimate goal. 

My philosophy and curriculum is inspired by the Reggio Emilia Approach. 

The foundation of this approach is that we value children as strong, capable, 

and resilient individuals who are rich with wonder and knowledge. Every child brings 

with them deep curiosity and potential and this innate curiosity drives their interest to 

understand their world and their place within it. 

Students will be taught in a variety of ways including direct instruction, project based 

inquiry-learning, experiential learning, arts integration and cooperative learning. 

The goal is to address each student's individual learning needs and style, build a 

classroom community, and allow the students to discover individual 



  

strengths and weaknesses while working to establish and improve teamwork and 

critical thinking skills. 

Year 1: Time, Change and Continuity 

Essential Question and Big Ideas: How are lives and conditions alike over time 

and how have they changed? How are lives and conditions alike over time and 

how are they different? 

Continuity and change are a part of all aspects of life Change can occur at 

different rates 

Change can be both positive and negative 

Times at which significant and dramatic changes occur are considered turning 

points 

Judging the importance of changes and constants helps us to understand our 

place in history 

Students explore the concept of change and continuity through studies of matter 

and its interactions, Earth's geologic history, its weather systems, and human 

measurement of time. Students learn about the minerals, rocks, and soil that make up 

the Earth and study how the face of our planet has changed over time—while they 

research, explore, and investigate the challenge of the erosion of Louisiana’s 

wetlands. Students also learn what makes the weather, what causes the 

atmospheric changes that we experience, and how we can predict those 

changes. Students explore the concept of time by learning about and 

constructing simple clocks, calendars and timelines. 

Standard: Matter, Interactions with Heat, Light and Sound Matter and its 

interactions with waves 

2-PS1-1 Plan and conduct an investigation to describe and classify different kinds 

of materials by their observable properties. 

2-PS1-2 Analyze data obtained from testing different materials to determine 

which materials have the properties that are best suited for an intended purpose. 



  

2-PS1-3 Make observations to construct an evidence-based account of how an 

object made of a small set of pieces can be disassembled and made into a new 

object. 

2-PS1-4 Construct an argument with evidence that some changes caused by 

heating or cooling can be reversed and some cannot. 

1-PS4-1 Plan and conduct investigations to provide evidence that vibrating materials 

can make sound and that sound can make materials vibrate. 

1-PS4-2 Make observations to construct an evidence-based account that objects in 

darkness can be seen only when illuminated. 

1-PS4-3 Plan and conduct investigations to determine the effect of placing objects 

made with different materials in the path of a beam of light. 

1-PS4-4 Use tools and materials to design and build a device that uses light or sound to 

solve the problem of communicating over a distance. 

Standard: Geology and Geography 

Geologic History, the Rock Cycle, Earth Science, Mapping, Landforms Geography: Maps, 

Globes, and Environment 

1.3.1 Identify a representation of a location/space on a map/globe 

2.2.1 Locate and identify the poles, equator, continents, oceans, the United States, 

Louisiana, and the local community 

1.3.2 Identify simple map symbols, compass rose (cardinal directions), and 

key/legend 

2.2.2 Interpret physical maps using title, key, symbols, compass rose (cardinal and 

intermediate directions), and alpha numeric grids 

1.3.3 Use mental mapping (visualizing details of a place or location out of one’s sight) 

to develop a basic map of local places 

2.2.3 Construct maps of familiar places that include a title, key/legend, symbols, and 

compass rose 

1.3.4 Identify basic landforms using a globe or map 



  

2.2.4 Identify major geographical features in the local region, state, and country 

2.2.7 Compare and contrast basic land use and economic activities in urban, 

suburban, and rural environments 

1.3.9 Identify by name the town/city, parish, state, and country in which the student 

lives 

Standard: Weather ; Clouds, The Water Cycle, Wind, Temperature, Storms Earth's Place in the 

Universe, Earth's Systems 

ESS1-1 Use observations of the sun, moon, and stars to describe patterns that can be 

predicted. 

ESS1-1 Use information from several sources to provide evidence that Earth events can 

occur quickly or slowly. 

ESS1-2 Make observations at different times of year to relate the amount of daylight to 

the time of year. 

ESS2-1 Compare multiple solutions designed to slow or prevent wind or water from 

changing the shape of the land. 

2-ESS2-2 Develop a model to represent the shapes and kinds of land and bodies of 

water in an area. 

ESS2-3 Obtain information to identify where water is found on Earth and that it can be 

solid or liquid. 

Standard: Geography 

Maps, Globes, and Environment 

2.2.1 Locate and identify the poles, equator, continents, oceans, the United States, 

Louisiana, and the local community 

1.3.5 Describe the impact that seasons have on daily activities and on the physical 

environment in various regions 

2.2.5 Describe how location, weather, and physical features affect where people 

live and work 



  

2.2.10 Identify natural disasters, predict where they may occur, and explain their 

effects on people and the environment 

Standard: History and Time 

Then and Now, How Events in the Past Impact Life Today, Clocks, Calendars, Timelines 

History: Historical Thinking Skills and Historical People, Events, and Symbols 

1.1.1 Construct personal timelines that highlight past and present events 

2.1.1 Create simple timelines to describe important events in the history of the school or 

local community 

1.1.2 Create a primary source of personal information 

2.1.2 Compare and contrast the present day community to that of the past using 

primary sources 

1.1.3 Compare and contrast lifestyles of the past to the present 

Describe how the achievements of famous Americans, of the past and present, 

changed society 

Identify historical turning points and describe their impact on students’ lives using 

maps, documents, visuals, and technology 

Describe how early explorers and settlers, American Indian nations, and western 

migration influenced the development of the United States 

Standard: Government and Citizenship; Purpose and Structure, Rights and Responsibilities 

Civics: Government and Citizenship and the American Political System 

Develop a list of rules for the classroom and describe their benefits/consequences 

State examples of rules and laws in the home, school, and community and explain 

their purposes 

2.4.1 Define the character traits of good citizens and discuss examples of responsible 

citizens 



  

1.4.4 Describe the student's role, rights, and responsibilities as a citizen of the class, the 

school, and the community 

1.4.3 Identify the current mayor, governor, and president 

2.3.3 Recognize current political leaders of the community, state, and nation and 

describe how they are elected 

2.3.2 Identify the three branches of national government as represented by the 

President, Congress, and the Supreme Court 

Standard: Economics 

Supply and Demand; Producers and Consumers, Barter and Currency, Goods and Services 

1.5.1 Identify ways to save money 

Describe a variety of services provided by local economic institutions 

Explain the benefits of personal savings 

1.5.2 Distinguish between needs/wants of people by responding to real life situations 

2.5.3 Explain how scarcity of resources and opportunity cost require people to make 

choices to satisfy wants and needs 

1.5.3 Distinguish between goods and services 

1.5.5 Identify ways people exchange/trade goods and services 

2.6.3 Provide examples of how money and barter are used to obtain resources 

(goods and services) 

2.6.1 Describe how people can be both producers and consumers of local goods 

and services 

Standard: Engineering Design 

K-2-ETS1-1 Ask questions, make observations, and gather information about situation 

people want to change to define a simple problem that can be solved through 

the development of a new or improved object or tool. 



  

K-2-ETS1-2 Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or physical model to illustrate how the 

shape of an object helps it function as needed to solve a given problem. 

K-2-ETS1-3 Analyze data from tests of two objects designed to solve the same problem 

to compare the strengths and weaknesses of how each performs. 

 

 

GRADES 3 AND 4 

Mrs. Beth Evanosky, Mr. Toby David, HaMorah Hemda Hochman Philosophy of 

Teaching: 

As an educator for the past twelve years, I strive to provide an engaging 

classroom community. By doing this I am able to empower future leaders of 

tomorrow. I feel it is important to prepare students for situations and lessons beyond 

the classroom. The way to do this is by providing them with authentic learning 

experiences, in a safe environment, that they can relate to and grow from. 

Third and fourth grade allows us to explore our own backyards. Students will learn 

local and state history along with geography. By investigating where we live we are 

able to make a connection from a small portion of the map to a larger portion of 

the globe. Students will engage in cultural and scientific investigations, meet with 

subject matter experts and visit many locations of study and interest this year. By 

investigating our community we are able to discover links between the past and 

present. We can understand what we can do in order to influence the future in a 

positive manner. 

I see our classroom as a community of learners that support one another both socially 

and emotionally. With open sharing and positive interaction we become 

empathetic to others and differing situations. Communication between one 

another will help our classroom bond as well as create a positive school and home 

connection. Please join us in our community of learners and feel free to come join 

our class. The door is always open. 

Year 1: History, Influence, and Culture 

Students will inquire and investigate the differences between life in Louisiana and the 

United States in the past and present. Students will analyze how historical people 

and events have contributed to the diversity of Louisiana and 



  

the United States. Students will compare and evaluate rules, laws and the 

meaning of citizenship to their personal lives. Students will study the different branches 

of government along with the economic impacts of trade and bartering. 

Students will engage in authentic exploration of how the past shapes and influences 

where they live today and who they are. There will be emphasis on Jewish culture 

and contributions to the culture of Louisiana by Jewish citizens. 

Year 1: Essential Questions and Big Idea 

How has Louisiana’s past influenced its present? * What links the past to the present? * 

How do communities form and change? * What is responsible for these changes 

both culturally and geographically? * How do our location, weather patterns, and 

climate affect us and our neighborhood? 

This year’s Big Idea is: Communities are influenced by a variety of forces to form, and 

communities change over time. 

Standard: History 

Chronological and Historical Thinking 

3.1.1 Create a timeline that identifies important events in the history of Louisiana 

Construct a timeline of historical events 

Use timelines to explain how changes over time have caused movement of people 

or expansion in the United States 

3.1.3 Use distinctive vocabulary to sequence events related to Louisiana history 

4.1.3 Use appropriate vocabulary of time 

Compare the influence of cultural groups in Louisiana 

Identify community and regional historical artifacts, including primary resources, to 

answer historical questions 

4.1.7 Summarize primary resources and explain their historical importance 

Key Events, Ideas, and People 

3.2.1 Explain how major explorers and leaders contributed to the early development 

of Louisiana 



  

3.2.4 Identify cultural elements that have contributed to our state’s heritage 

4.2.1 Explain how early explorations affected the expansion of boundaries and 

development in the United States 

4.2.3 Explain the voluntary migration of people and its significance in the 

development on boundaries of the United States 

4.2.5 Use the concepts “melting pot,” “salad bowl,” and “cultural mosaic” to explain 

the impact of immigr4tion on population growth and diversity in the United States 

4.3.1 Explain how inventions and new processes affect the lives of people, migration, 

and the economy in various regions of the United States 

Standard: Geography Maps and Globes 

Describe characteristics and uses of various types of maps 

Identify the hemispheres in which Louisiana is located 

Locate various communities and cities in Louisiana using cardinal and intermediate 

directions 

3.3.5 Differentiate between a town, parish, state, and country in which the student 

lives using a political map 

4.4.1 Locate and label continents, oceans, the poles, hemispheres, and key parallels 

and meridians on a map and globe 

Determine the approximate longitude and latitude coordinates of various locations 

in the United States 

Interpret various types of maps using a key/legend, compass rose including cardinal 

and intermediate directions, latitude/longitude, and scale 

People, Land, and Environment 

Describe how people have changed the land to meet their basic needs over time 

in Louisiana 



  

Explain how humans have adapted to the physical environment in different regions 

of Louisiana 

Describe how humans affect the environment in Louisiana 

Distinguish between urban, suburban, and rural communities in Louisiana 

Describe the importance of natural resources in Louisiana using maps 

4.5.3 Identify and explain how the physical characteristics of a region influenced 

human settlement 

4.6.1 Illustrate how natural processes have created and/or changed the physical 

characteristics of places in the United States 

Standard: Civics 

Government and Political Systems 

Explain the difference between rules and laws 

Explain who is responsible for enforcing state and local laws 

Investigate the major responsibilities of the three branches of local and state 

government 

Explain how local and state governments meet the basic needs of society 

4.7.4 Differentiate between the structure and function of the three branches of 

federal government 

Citizenship and Role of the Citizen 

Explain the rights and responsibilities of individuals in making a community and state a 

better place to live 

Describe the qualities of a good leader and citizen 

Describe how a citizen can help solve a local issue 

4.8.2 Differentiate between citizens’ rights, responsibilities, and duties 

4.8.4 Explain how good citizenship can solve a current issue 

Standard: Personal Finance and Fundamental Economic Concepts 



  

3.7.1 Identify various ways that people earn income and how earning income 

contributes to the economic well-being of their community and state 

Investigate the economic concepts of opportunity cost, scarcity, and 

surplus/shortage and give examples of each based on needs and wants 

Investigate ways in which people are producers and consumers and explain why 

they depend on one another 

Develop a logical argument to support the choice of a particular want after all 

needs are met 

Identify examples of human, natural, and capital resources and explain how these 

resources are used to produce goods and provide services 

4.9.7 Explain why individuals and businesses engage in barter and trade 

Careers and Exchange and Trade 

3.9.2 Investigate the responsibilities and characteristics of various jobs 

Differentiate between imports and exports of goods in Louisiana 

Distinguish between the use of money and barter 

Standard: Physical Science 

Students will engage in hands on experiments with magnets and the effects of 

forces. Students will learn about temperature and the Earth’s climate, and how the 

impact of these on our city. Inherited traits in animals and past fossils will be examined 

to show relationships with present day. The impact that we as humans have on our 

environments will be evaluated by linking past practices with current ones 

(concerning natural resources and weather-related hazards). 

Properties of Object and Materials 

PS-E-A2 Measure temperature by using Fahrenheit and Celsius thermometers and 

compare results 

PS-E-A4 Investigate and explain conditions under which matter changes physical 

states heating, freezing, evaporating, condensing, boiling 

PS- E- A5 Describe various methods to separate mixtures (e.g., evaporation, 

condensation, filtration, magnetism) 



  

Position and Motion of Objects 

PS-E-B2 Demonstrate how force is push or pull by using student’s bodies toy cars, or balls 

PS-E-B2 Explain how the amount of and direction of force exerted on an object (e.g., 

push, pull, friction, gravity) determine how much the object moves 

Motion and Stability: Forces and Interactions 

PS2-1: Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence of the effects of 

balanced and unbalanced forces on the motion of an object. 

3-PS2-2: Make observations and/or measurements of an object’s motion to provide 

evidence that a pattern can be used to predict future motion. 

3-PS2-3: Ask questions to determine cause and effect relationships of electric or 

magnetic interactions between two objects not in contact with each other. 

3-PS2-4: Define a simple design problem that can be solved by applying scientific 

ideas about magnets. 

Standard: Life Science 

Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 

3-LS2-1: Construct an argument that some animals form groups that help members 

survive. 

Heredity: Inheritance and Variation of Traits 

3-LS3-1: Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence that plants and animals 

have traits inherited from parents and that variation of these traits exists in a group of 

similar organisms. 

LS3-2: Use evidence to support the explanation that traits can be influenced by the 

environment. 

Standard: Earth and Space Science Earth's Place in the Universe 

ESS1-1: Identify evidence from patterns in rock formations and fossils in rock layers to 

support an explanation for changes in a landscape over time. 



  

Earth and Human Activity 

ESS3-1: Make a claim about the merit of a design solution that reduces the impact of 

a weather-related hazard. 

ESS3-1: Obtain and combine information to describe that energy and fuels are 

derived from natural resources and their uses affect the environment. 

ESS3-2: Generate and compare multiple solutions to reduce the impact of natural 

Earth processes on humans. 

Standard: Engineering Design 

3-5-ETS1-1: Define a simple design problem reflecting a need or a want that includes 

specified criteria for success and constraints on materials, time, or cost. 

3-5-ETS1-2: Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem based on 

how well each is likely to meet the criteria and constraints of the problem. 

GRADES 5 AND 6 

Mrs. Liz Amoss, Rabbi Gabriel Greenberg, HaMorah Hemda Hochman 

Year 1: Sense of Place, Past, and Self 

Essential Question and Big Ideas: How do our past and place in the world determine our sense 

of self? 

Students use historical thinking skills to examine the influence of key people, ideas, 

and events in colonial America and describe their effect on the growth of the 

thirteen colonies. Students use historical thinking skills to examine the ancient world 

and its influence on the development of modern civilization. Students investigate 

how key events, ideas, and people influenced the social, economic, and political 

development of the New World during the Age of Exploration and explain the 

reasons why groups settled in North America. Students use geography skills to 

analyze and interpret maps and explain how physical geography influences 

historical events. Students investigate different types of government to understand 

their influence on the development of government in colonial America and 

examine the influence of the structure, function, and origin of democracy. 



  

Students generate and compare multiple solutions to problems threatening the 

Earth’s resources and environment. Students consider how energy is a catalyst for 

change. 

Standard: History Historical Thinking Skills 

Create a timeline of key events in early American history from pre- Columbian 

civilizations to 1763 

Examine primary and secondary sources to research early American Colonial history 

from the Age of Exploration to 1763 

Compare and contrast different points of view of key individuals and groups in early 

colonial American history to 1763 

Produce clear and coherent writing for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences 

through the following tasks: 

Conducting historical research 

Evaluating a broad variety of primary and secondary sources 

Comparing and contrasting varied points of view 

Determining the meaning of words and phrases from historical texts 

Using technology to research, produce, or publish a written product 

Key Events, Ideas, and Peoples 

Describe the origins, characteristics, and expansion of indigenous cultures and groups 

that existed in the Americas prior to European exploration 

Identify early explorers and their motivations, challenges, and achievements 

Describe the Spanish conquests in the Americas, including the impact of the Aztecs, 

Incas, and other indigenous peoples 

Explain the course and consequences of the Columbian Exchange, including its 

cultural, ecological, economic, and political impact on Europe, the Americas, and 

West Africa 



  

Compare and contrast the convergence of trade, cultural diffusion, and 

innovation in the Western Hemisphere after 1492 

Describe cooperation and conflict among Native Americans, Europeans, and 

Africans 

Identify the major European powers that colonized North America and explain their 

goals, challenges, and achievements 

Compare and contrast religious groups that settled colonial America and examine 

the role of religion in colonial communities 

Evaluate the motives that led to the establishment of the thirteen colonies 

Explain and give examples of how Native Americans, Europeans, and free and 

enslaved Africans adapted to living in the New England colonies, the Middle 

colonies, and the Southern colonies 

Describe the impact of key people, ideas, and events that led to the French and 

Indian War 

Standard: Geography Geography Skills 

Differentiate between various types of maps using characteristics, functions, and 

applications 

Analyze a map using a variety of tools 

Analyze maps from the Age of Exploration to 1763 

Culture and Environment 

Describe ways in which location and environment influenced the settlements and 

land use in colonial America 

Identify natural resources used by people of colonial America and describe the 

impact of human action on the physical environment 

Standard: Civics 

Purposes, Foundation, and Structure 



  

Compare and contrast the different types of government in colonial America that 

influenced the development of the United States 

Summarize the key ideas that influenced the development of colonial governments 

and their influence on the growth of American democracy 

Civic Literacy 

5.7.1 Investigate basic rights and responsibilities of citizens in present-day government 

Standard: Economics Resources 

5.8.1 Cite evidence of the economic motivations for European exploration and 

settlement in the Americas using economic concepts such as supply and 

demand and scarcity 

Interdependence 

Describe trade between the Americas, Western Europe, and Western Africa during 

the colonial period 

Analyze the differences in the economies of the New England colonies, Middle 

colonies, and the Southern colonies 

Decision Making 

5.10.1 Explain the reasons for the French and Indian War and the economic effects 

of British policy on colonial America 

Standard: Physical Science Matter and Its Interactions 

PS1-1: Develop a model to describe that matter is made of particles too small to be 

seen. 

MS-PS1-1: Develop models to describe the atomic composition of simple molecules 

and extended structures. 



  

5-PS1-2: Measure and graph quantities to provide evidence that regardless of the 

type of change that occurs when heating, cooling, or mixing substances, the total 

weight of matter is conserved. 

5-PS1-3: Make observations and measurements to identify materials based on their 

properties. 

5-PS1-4: Conduct an investigation to determine whether the mixing of two or more 

substances results in new substances. 

Motion and Stability: Forces and Interactions 

PS2-1: Support an argument that the gravitational force exerted by Earth on objects is 

directed down. 

MS-PS2-1: Apply Newton’s Third Law to design a solution to a problem involving the 

motion of two colliding objects. 

6-MS-PS2-2: Plan an investigation to provide evidence that the change in an object’s 

motion depends on the sum of the forces on the object and the mass of the object. 

6-MS-PS2-3: Ask questions about data to determine the factors that affect the strength 

of electric and magnetic forces. 

6-MS-PS2-4: Construct and present arguments using evidence to support the claim 

that gravitational interactions are attractive and depend on the masses of 

interacting objects. 

6-MS-PS2-5: Conduct an investigation and evaluate the experimental design to 

provide evidence that fields exist between objects exerting forces on each other 

even though the objects are not in contact. 

Energy 

PS3-1: Use models to describe that energy in animals’ food (used for body repair, 

growth, motion, and to maintain body warmth) was once energy from the sun. 

MS-PS3-1: Construct and interpret graphical displays of data to describe the 

relationships of kinetic energy to the mass of an object and to the speed of an 

object. 



  

6-MS-PS3-2: Develop a model to describe that when the arrangement of objects 

interacting at a distance changes, different amounts of potential energy are 

stored in the system. 

Waves and Their Applications in Technologies for Information Transfer 

6-MS-PS4-1: Use mathematical representations to describe a simple model for waves 

that includes how the amplitude of a wave is related to the energy in a wave. 

6-MS-PS4-2: Develop and use a model to describe that waves are reflected, 

absorbed, or transmitted through various materials. 

Life Science 

From Molecules to Organisms: Structures and Processes 

LS1-1: Support an argument that plants get the materials they need for growth chiefly 

from air and water. 

MS-LS1-1: Conduct an investigation to provide evidence that living things are made of 

cells; either one cell or many different numbers and types of cells. 

6-MS-LS1-2: Develop and use a model to describe the function of a cell as a whole 

and ways parts of cells contribute to the function. 

Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 

LS2-1: Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals, 

decomposers, and the environment. 

MS-LS2-1: Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence for the effects of resource 

availability on organisms and populations of organisms in an ecosystem. 

6-MS-LS2-2: Construct an explanation that predicts patterns of interactions among 

organisms across multiple ecosystems. 

6-MS-LS2-3: Develop a model to describe the cycling of matter and flow of energy 

among living and nonliving parts of an ecosystem. 



  

Standard: Earth and Space Science Earth’s Place in the Universe 

ESS1-1: Support an argument that the apparent brightness of the sun and stars is due to 

their relative distances from the Earth. 

MS-ESS1-1: Develop and use a model of the Earth-sun-moon system to describe 

the cyclic patterns of lunar phases, eclipses of the sun and moon, and seasons. 

6-MS-ESS1-2: Develop and use a model to describe the role of gravity in the motions 

within galaxies and the solar system. 

ESS1-2: Represent data in graphical displays to reveal patterns of daily changes in 

length and direction of shadows, day and night, and the seasonal appearance of 

some stars in the night sky. 

MS-ESS1-3: Analyze and interpret data to determine scale properties of objects in the 

solar system. 

Earth’s Systems 

5-ESS2-1: Develop a model using an example to describe ways the geosphere, 

biosphere, hydrosphere, and/or atmosphere interact. 

5-ESS2-2: Describe and graph the amounts and percentages of water and fresh 

water in various reservoirs to provide evidence about the distribution of water on 

Earth. 

Earth and Human Activity 

ESS3-1: Obtain and combine information about ways individual communities use 

science ideas to protect the Earth’s resources and environment. 

MS-ESS3-4: Construct an argument supported by evidence for how increases in 

human population and per-capita consumption of natural resources impact 

Earth's systems. 

Standard: Engineering Design 

3-5-ETS1-1: Define a simple design problem reflecting a need or a want that includes 

specified criteria for success and constraints on materials, time, or cost. 



  

3-5-ETS1-2: Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem based on 

how well each is likely to meet the criteria and constraints of the problem. 

3-5-ETS1-3: Plan and carry out fair tests in which variables are controlled and failure 

points are considered to identify aspects of a model or prototype that can be 

improved 

JEWISH STUDIES 

Jewish studies at JCDS are designed with the end in mind: To inspire positive, 

thoughtful and meaningful life-long engagement with Judaism. Rooted in Jewish 

tradition, Jewish Community Day School fosters spirituality (emunah), dedication to 

repair our world (tikkun olam), commitment to the entire Jewish people (K’lal Yisrael), 

and the development of an inner moral compass. Positive connections to the 

language, land, culture and people of Israel are fostered as students and families 

come together in celebration and learning. As in all educational aspects, the 

JCDS Jewish studies program is inquiry-driven, guided by Essential Questions and 

presented in a developmental two-year spiral. Core Jewish studies subjects consist 

of modern Hebrew language, God and Prayer, Torah, Israel, the Cycle of the Jewish 

Year, and Mitzvot/Middot (commandments and character). Our practice is 

experiential and egalitarian, and all students participate in all features of this 

curriculum. 

God: The Jewish people have wrestled with God throughout the millenia. Our 

patriarch Jacob was granted a second name, Israel, by physically struggling with 

God during the course of a very long night. Twelfth century commentator Moses 

Maimonides, the Rambam, taught that knowledge of God must engage the 

intellect as well as the imagination. Modern Jewish philosopher, Hermann Cohen, 

(1842-1918) stressed that the idea of God inspires us to act ethically. 

Jewish Community Day School provides children with these and other Jewish 

approaches to God, fostering children’s ongoing development of their own 

emerging understanding of – and connection to - God. 

Torah: The word “Torah” is derived from the Hebrew word for “teaching.” In addition 

to the Hebrew text of the Five Books of Moses, the use of the word Torah expands 

to the entire Hebrew Bible, Rabbinic Commentary and Legal Codes plus multiple 

layers of Biblical exegesis, from ancient times until today. Torah study is a sacred 

endeavor and teachers at JCDS base their teaching on 



  

close examination of the text with the goals of both personal meaning making and 

literacy. 

Israel:  The word “Israel” is ancient, and has several different meanings depending on 

its context. The JCDS curriculum focuses on the modern Jewish State of Israel and the 

unique place it holds for contemporary Jewry. 

Jewish Time and Mitzvot/Middot: The major ideas of Judaism are made 

accessible by being embedded in time. They are celebrated on specific days in a 

yearly cycle of feast and fast and anchored in space by tangible things such 

candles, matza, a sukka or hamentashen! The Jewish calendar is a lunar 

calendar, and Jewish holidays are celebrated on the same day of the Jewish 

calendar every year. 

Mitzvah literally means “commandment.” Jewish tradition understands exactly 613 

mitzvot (plural of mitzvah) to be derived from the Hebrew Bible. The 613 are listed in 

Maimonides‘ Sefer Hamitzvot (Book of the Commandments), and are divided into 

“positive” and “negative” commandments. Some people observe some or all of 

the mitzvot because it helps them to identify and feel a part of the larger Jewish 

community, others because they believe themselves to be commanded to do so, 

and still others simply because it is pleasurable, a joy, to celebrate the Jewish 

holidays and home rituals. Many mitzvot are connected to Jewish holidays, such as 

lighting candles on Shabbat or eating matza during Passover. 

At JCDS, the doing of mitzvot, such as giving tzeddakah (philanthropy) often lead 

to the development of positive middot, or character traits. Some examples of 

middot are humility, friendship, and keeping commitments. The Yiddish word mensch 

aptly describes such a person—one who loves, respects and is devoted to fellow 

human beings, and to being a good person. 

Year 1 Essential Questions 

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten: 

How do we know God? How do we thank God? 

What can we learn from this week’s Parsha (Torah portion)? What is Israel?  Why is Israel 

special to us? 

What mitzvot can I do? How do I celebrate the Jewish holidays? 



  

First and Second Grades: 

How do we speak with God? How is each of us like God? 

What can I learn from the stories about people in the Torah? How can I talk about 

Torah with my family? 

How are Jewish holidays celebrated in Israel? 

How is the Jewish calendar special? What mitzvot can I do during the Jewish 

holidays and other times? 

Third and Fourth Grades: 

How do I hear/perceive God? 

How do I learn Torah? How can I begin to teach my Torah? How do I learn about 

special places and people in Israel? 

What is the Ladder of Tzeddakah and how do I climb it? 

Fifth and Sixth Grades: 

What do I learn about aspects of God from various Jewish sources? 

What is Mishna? How do I learn Mishna? How can I understand, “speak” and teach 

Torah? 

What are Israel’s milestones and how are they meaningful to me? 

How do I understand the mitzvot/middot of Torah, Avodah, and Gemilut Chasadim 

(Jewish learning, service and deeds of compassion?) 



  

 

The mission of Jewish Community Day School (JCDS) is to instill a love of learning invigorated by 

inspiring academics. JCDS is grounded in Jewish tradition, fostering spirituality (emunah), 

dedication to repair our world (tikkun olam) and commitment to the entire Jewish people (k’lal 

Yisrael). JCDS is a nurturing school where families of all backgrounds are welcomed and 

children are prepared to be engaged compassionate leaders. 

 

 

At JCDS we ensure that: 

Students become inquiring, capable youth who are passionate lifelong learners Teachers are 

dedicated to best educational practices 

Families are engaged in their children’s academic achievement and holistic development 

Ethics and morals of our students are nurtured through commitment to Jewish values 

Positive connections to the language, land, culture and people of the State of Israel are 

created 

Children are primed for full participation in our global society 


